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LITHIUM BATTERY
SAFETY GUIDE

Everything You Need to Know About Safe Battery Disposal.

This guide has been created to explain what lithium batteries are, why they're dangerous when disposed of
incorrectly, and the simple steps everyone can take to help prevent future fires.
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Why This Guide Matters

Every day, thousands of lithium batteries are thrown into general waste across the UK. Many people don't realise
that batteries hidden inside household rubbish, disposable vapes, toys and electrical items can become extremely
dangerous once they're collected and compressed inside waste vehicles or recycling facilities.

In July 2026, KCM Waste Management experienced this first-hand when one incorrectly disposed lithium battery
caused one of our refuse collection vehicles to catch fire during collection. Thankfully, nobody was injured.

However, the incident demonstrated just how quickly a single battery can create a serious fire risk for waste
collection crews, emergency services and the wider public. Rather than simply moving on from the incident, we
made the decision to use it as an opportunity to educate.

Since launching our awareness campaign, the message has reached hundreds of thousands of people through
television, news coverage and social media, helping raise awareness of the importance of disposing of lithium
batteries safely. This guide has been created to continue that mission. Inside, you'll learn:

o What lithium batteries are

« Why they become dangerous

o Common products that contain them

« How to recycle them safely

o Practical advice for households and businesses

Together, we can reduce the number of preventable battery fires and help protect people, property and the
environment.

About KCM Waste Management

Founded in 1986, KCM Waste Management is an independent, family-owned waste management company
providing commercial and domestic waste solutions across the UK.

Following a lithium battery fire involving one of our collection vehicles, we launched this awareness campaign to

help educate households and businesses on safe battery disposal. For more information, visit:
www.kcmwaste.com
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One incorrectly disposed lithium battery
was enough to set fire to one of our refuse
collection vehicles. ”
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You Could Be Throwing Batteries Away
Without Realising

Lithium-ion batteries are found in hundreds of everyday products. Many are small, built-in and easy to overlook,
but they should never be placed in your general waste or mixed recycling bins. Common items include:
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mobile phones laptops/tablets smart watches headphones power banks electric toothbrush

children’s toys power tools vapes cameras e-bike/scooter game constrollers

(disposable/rechargeable)

Did You Know?

Many batteries are hidden inside products and can't be seen without opening the item. If you're unsure whether
something contains a battery, check the manufacturer's instructions before disposing of it.

Some products, such as electric toothbrushes, toys, wireless headphones and disposable vapes, often contain
built-in rechargeable lithium-ion batteries that many people don't realise are there. These items should never be
placed in your general waste or mixed recycling bin.

Even batteries that appear flat or no longer work can still store enough energy to cause a fire if they become
damaged.

Why This Matters

Lithium-ion batteries can become damaged when waste is collected, compacted or processed. If this happens, they
can overheat and ignite, causing fires inside refuse collection vehicles or recycling facilities.
These fires can:

o Put waste collection crews at risk.

« Require emergency response from the fire service.

o Cause significant damage to vehicles and equipment.

o Disrupt recycling operations.

e Harm the environment through unnecessary waste and emissions.
A battery may seem harmless when it's sitting in a drawer at home, but once it's thrown into the wrong bin, it can
become a serious fire hazard.

REMEMBER

If it plugs in, charges with a cable, or runs on rechargeable batteries, it probably shouldn't go
in your general waste bin. When in doubt, always check first or take it to your local battery
recycling point.




How To Dispose Of Batteries

Recycling batteries correctly is simple and helps protect waste collection crews, recycling facilities, emergency
services and the environment. Taking a few extra minutes to dispose of batteries safely can help prevent

dangerous fires.

Household Batteries
AA, AAA, C, D, 9V and button cell batteries should be taken to a battery recycling point. You can recycle them at:
o Supermarkets
o DIY stores
o Electrical retailers
« Household Waste Recycling Centres (HWRCs)
Never place them in your general waste or mixed recycling bin.

Rechargeable Batteries

Rechargeable lithium-ion batteries found in laptops, power tools, cameras and other electronic devices should be
removed from the device where possible and taken to a dedicated battery recycling point. If the battery cannot be
removed safely, recycle the entire device as Waste Electrical and Electronic Equipment (WEEE).

Disposable Vapes

Disposable vapes contain lithium-ion batteries and electrical components. They should never be placed in general
waste bins or mixed recycling bins. Instead, return them to participating retailers or your local Household Waste
Recycling Centre.

Electrical ltems
If an item contains a built-in battery, recycle the whole product as electrical waste (WEEE). Examples include:
« Mobile phones
o Laptops
o Tablets
o Electric toothbrushes
o Wireless headphones
o Children's toys
o Cameras
o Games controllers

? Find Your Nearest Recycling Point

You can find your nearest battery recycling location by visiting:
www.recycleyourelectricals.org.uk or www.recyclenow.com
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\é\{hen Batteries End Up In The Wrong
in...

A Real-Life Example from KCM Waste Management
In July 2026, one incorrectly disposed lithium-ion battery caused a serious fire in one of KCM Waste Management's
refuse collection vehicles.

During a routine collection, waste inside the vehicle was compacted as normal. Hidden amongst the waste was a
lithium-ion battery. As it became damaged during the compaction process, it overheated and ignited, causing a fire
at the rear of the vehicle.

Our driver acted quickly, following emergency procedures and moving the vehicle to a safe location before
contacting the emergency services.

Thanks to the fast response from South Yorkshire Fire & Rescue, the fire was safely extinguished and, most
importantly, nobody was injured.

The Impact

Although everyone remained safe, the incident had serious consequences:

» Significant damage was caused to one of our waste collection vehicles.

o Emergency services were required to attend the incident.

« Operations were disrupted while the vehicle was taken out of service.

o Theincident resulted in thousands of pounds worth of damage.

« Most importantly, it placed our driver and emergency responders at unnecessary risk.
All of this was caused by a single incorrectly disposed battery.

Our Message

We chose to share our experience publicly because we know this isn't just a KCM issue. Battery fires are becoming
increasingly common across the waste and recycling industry, affecting collection crews, recycling facilities and
emergency services throughout the UK.

By raising awareness, we hope to encourage more people to recycle batteries correctly and help prevent similar
incidents from happening in the future.

Every correctly recycled battery makes a difference.

Battery safety is everyone's responsibility. Before throwing an item away, ask yourself, "Does it contain a battery?”
If the answer is yes, or you're not sure, take a moment to check how it should be recycled.

That simple decision could help prevent the next battery fire.

Scan the QR code to read our news article.




FAQ

Can | put batteries in my household waste bin?
No. Batteries should never be placed in your general waste or mixed recycling bin, as they can become damaged
during collection and cause fires.

What if the battery is flat or doesn't work anymore?
Even flat batteries can still contain enough energy to overheat or ignite if they're damaged. They should always be
recycled safely.

What if the battery is built into the product?
If you can't safely remove the battery, recycle the entire item as electrical waste (WEEE) at your local Household
Waste Recycling Centre or participating retailer.

Are disposable vapes really that dangerous?
Yes. Disposable and rechargeable vapes contain lithium-ion batteries and should never be thrown into general
waste. Many retailers now offer vape recycling services.

Where can | recycle batteries?
You can recycle batteries at:
o Supermarkets
o DIY stores
 Electrical retailers
« Household Waste Recycling Centres (HWRCs)
You can also find your nearest recycling point by visiting www.recyclenow.com

Why is KCM Waste Management raising awareness?

Following a lithium-ion battery fire involving one of our waste collection vehicles, we wanted to help educate
customers and the wider public about the risks of incorrect battery disposal.

Our goal is simple: To help prevent the next battery fire before it happens.
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Need More Information?

If you have any questions about battery disposal or our waste management
services, our team is here to help.

www.kcmwaste.com | 0800 772 0948 | info@kcmwaste.com
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